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as soon as he had taken tea. Hsi-m£n Ch'ing went back to
Ying Po-chueh and Scholar W£n, and they drank together
until evening. That night, Hsi-men slept with the Moon Lady.
Old woman W£n heard that Hsi-men had returned. She
told Wang III, and he sent a card of invitation to Hsi-men
Ch'ing. In return, Hsi-men sent Tai An with a pair of pig's
trotters, two live fish, two roast ducks and a jar of wine as a
belated birthday present to Lady Lin. Lady Lin gave Tai An
three ch'iens of silver.
The next day Hsi-m£n Ch'ing entertained Captain Ho to
dinner. It was laid in the great hall. Very careful preparations
had been made. Uncle Wu, Ying Po-chueh, and Scholar W£n
came early and took tea with Hsi-men Ch'ing, He sent a
man to remind Captain Ho. Then the singing-boys came and'
kotowed toJHsi-mSn.
"Why haven't you engaged Li Ming to-day?" Po-chiieh
asked.
"If he doesn't come of his own accord, I shall not send
for him/' Hsi-men said.
P'ing An brought a card and announced Major Chou.
Uncle Wu, Scholar Wen, and Ying Po-chlieh withdrew to
a side room while Hsi-m£n Ch'ing put on his ceremonial
clothes and went to receive Major Chou in the great hall.
The Major congratulated Hsi-m£n on his promotion, and
Hsi-m6n thanked him for the men who had acted as his
escort on the journey to the Capital. They sat down and
Chou asked what he had seen at the Capital and in the Court.
When Hsi-men had told him, he said: "I suppose Hsia will
be taking his family to the Capital?"
"Yes," Hsi-mSn said, "but not before next month. For the
time being, Captain Ho is living at the office, but he has
bought Hsia's house. I made the arrangement myself."
"Excellent!1' Major Chou said. Seeing the tables all set out,
he asked what guests Hsi-men was expecting.
"It is only a very plain meal in honour of Captain Ho,"
Hsi-mSn said. "It is the least I can do seeing that we are
both in the same office."
When Major Chou had drunk his tea, he stood up. "One
of these days," he said, "I shall bring the officers of my
command to offer you two gentlemen our congratulations."

